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I. Introduction of Nai talim: 

The idea of Nai Talim was introduced by Mahatma Gandhi, which was a revolutionary approach to 

change the Indian education system. Gandhi believed that education should not be limited to studies and 

examinations, but it should aim at the all-round development of the individual. According to him, the main 

objective of education is to introduce children to their culture, moral values, and social responsibility. The main 

principle of Nai Talim was that students should acquire both knowledge and skills simultaneously. Gandhiji also 

said that the aim of education should be to make the child sensitive and responsible towards his society. Nai 

Talim includes academic knowledge, art, culture, and life skills. This system emphasizes on giving practical 

knowledge to children, so that they can apply it in their lives and become useful citizens for the society. In this, 

the objective of education is not only to pass the examination, but also to develop self-reliance, self-confidence 

and social responsibility in children. Objectives of Nai Talim 

 

Objectives of Nai Talim: 

In the objectives of Nai Talim, Gandhiji emphasized several important aspects, which show the need for 

bringing about a radical change in the Indian education system. The main aim of these objectives was the overall 

development of children so that they can become strong physically, mentally and morally. The objectives of Nai 

Talim are as follows: 

1. Acquisition of practical knowledge: The main objective of Nai Talim was to teach students practical life skills 

along with academic knowledge. Gandhi believed that children should not be confined to books only, but should 

be educated in skills related to practical life, like agriculture, handicrafts, and other crafts, which would make 

them self-reliant. 

2. Uniform Education System: The aim of Nai Talim was to provide equal education to children of all classes, 

irrespective of their caste, religion or community. Gandhiji believed that the aim of education is to provide equal 

opportunities to children and promote equality in society. 

3. Values and Moral Education: According to Gandhiji, the main objective of education was not only to give 

children academic knowledge, but also to give them moral education. The objective of new training was to 

develop values like good conduct, honesty, tolerance and love in children, so that they can take right decisions 

in life. 

4. Independence and Self-Reliance: Another important objective of Nai Talim was to make children self-reliant. 

This system tries to strengthen children not only from the educational point of view but also from the mental and 

physical point of view, so that they can become useful citizens of the society. 
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5. Social Responsibility: The aim of Nai Talim is to develop a sense of responsibility towards society in 

children. Gandhiji believed that children should be taught to work not only for themselves but also for the 

society. This method motivates children to understand their duties and contribute to the society. 

Features of Nai Talim:  The main elements of the new training methodology are as follows: 

1. Practical Education: In Nai Talim, children are not only given bookish knowledge, but they are also taught 

practical knowledge. This system believes that the aim of education is to provide skills and practical knowledge 

necessary for living. Children are taught household chores, cottage industries, farming, and other skills so that 

they can become self-reliant. 

2. Freedom and Creativity: In Nai Talim, students are given freedom so that they can develop their creativity. 

Provides an opportunity to ask questions and reveal new ideas. It does not limit children to just acquiring 

knowledge, but also inspires them to think and develop their own perspective. 

3. Positive social outlook: In Nai Talim, children are made aware of the society. They are taught about the 

changes happening in the society, problems and social responsibilities. This method motivates children to 

participate in the solution of social problems. 

4. Values and Moral Education: The main objective of Nai Talim is to develop values, morality, and social 

responsibility in children. In this, teachers teach children important qualities like good manners, honesty, hard 

work, tolerance and love. These values leave a lasting impact in the lives of children and prepare them as good 

citizens. 

 

Importance in Indian context: 

India's education system has traditionally focused on academic knowledge and examinations, but 

Gandhi's New Testament brought about a significant change in this approach. While Indian society faces many 

social, cultural, and economic challenges, Nai Talim has attempted to make education accessible and useful to 

every section of the society. In this method it is believed that the objective of education should not be limited to 

books only, but it should be linked to the personal and social development of children. Nai Talim made it clear 

that students should be taught not just bookish knowledge but also skills and moral values that will be useful in 

their lives. It guides children towards becoming better human beings so that they can understand and fulfill their 

responsibilities towards society. 

 

Historical Perspective of Nai Talim: 

The education system in India was traditionally centered on official educational institutions and 

examinations, where the main goal of the student was to acquire academic knowledge and score good marks. 

However, "Nai Talim" proposed by Mahatma Gandhi initiated a historic change in the Indian education system, 

giving importance to ethics, social responsibility, and personal development along with knowledge. From 

Gandhiji's point of view, the purpose of education should not be just the transmission of knowledge, but the all-

round development of the individual and awareness of society. This idea was a revolutionary turn in the history 

of Indian education, which attempted to integrate education with a more inclusive, practical and ethical 

approach. History and Development of Nai Talim: 

Mahatma Gandhi introduced the idea of "Nai Talim" in the 1930s during the Indian freedom struggle. 

This was a period of many social, economic and political changes in Indian society. The pressures of the British 

Empire and the inequalities prevalent in Indian society inspired Gandhiji to present a new approach to 

education. 

Gandhiji believed that the traditional education system, which was based only on bookish knowledge 

and examination system, does not meet the real needs of Indian society. In his view, the main aim of education 

was to make children responsible citizens of their society and country. The aim of Nayi Talim was that 

education should not only impart knowledge but also develop moral and social values. 

 

Historical perspective of the principles and objectives of Nai Talim: 

1. Inclusion of life skills more than academic knowledge: Mahatma Gandhi included practical life skills along 

with academic knowledge in "Nai Talim". He believed that children should not be limited to books only, Rather, 

they should impart knowledge of social and life related skills like handicrafts, agriculture, and cottage 

industries. This will not only make children self-reliant but will also develop practicality and self-confidence in 

their life. 

2. Responsibility towards society and moral education: Gandhiji did not limit education to only academic 

knowledge, But also developed a sense of responsibility and morality towards the society in the children. He 

believed that the aim of education is not only to prepare children to get good marks but also to make them a 

person who is responsible towards his society and country. This social responsibility should be not only 

physically but also mentally and emotionally. 
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3. Equality and Inclusivity: Gandhiji believed that the purpose of education is to provide equal opportunity to 

every person. Under Naitalim, all children should get equal educational opportunity, irrespective of caste, 

religion, or class. According to Gandhiji, the purpose of education was to develop equality and unity in the 

society. 

4. Independence and Self-Reliance: Another important objective of Nai Talim was to make children self-reliant. 

Gandhiji believed that children should develop a sense of self-reliance through education, so that they can 

become not only financially independent, but also strong mentally and emotionally. For this, it was necessary to 

connect children with physical labour and life skills. 

5. Sensitivity towards natural life and environment: Gandhi ji tried to make children sensitive towards natural 

life and environment in Nai Talim. He believed that children should understand the importance of natural 

resources and respect them. Apart from this, children were also taught to use natural resources in a balanced 

way so that the resources can be protected for the future generations. 

 

Impact of Nai Talim in historical context: 

Naithalim introduced by Mahatma Gandhi had a profound impact on the Indian education system. It 

symbolized a change in the approach to education, in which apart from knowledge, ethics, inclusiveness, and 

practical life skills had an important role. Gandhiji's Nayi Tali proved that the aim of education is not just to 

pass examinations and get good marks, but its aim is to develop children as good citizens and responsible 

members of the society. 

This method had a deep impact on Indian society. Gandhiji tried to connect education with society and 

culture through “NayiTalim”. NayiTalim promoted social equality, equal educational opportunities, and 

increased social awareness in the Indian society. This system also provided educational opportunities to those 

children who were often excluded in traditional education systems. 

 

Naya Talim and changes in Indian society: 

He believed that the aim of education should be to bring equality in society. Naya Talim made it clear that every 

child has the right to education, irrespective of his caste, religion or class. 

1. Opposition to casteism and class discrimination: 

Through Naya Talim, Gandhi raised his voice against casteism and class discrimination prevalent in Indian 

society. In Nayi Talim, children were taught skills such as agriculture, crafts, handicrafts, and cottage industries 

to make them self-reliant. This not only enabled children to improve their lives, but they could also contribute to 

the country's economy. 

2. Self-reliance and nation building: 

Gandhiji believed that it is necessary to make children self-reliant through education and contribute towards 

nation building. In Nayi Talim, children were taught skills such as agriculture, crafts, handicrafts, and cottage 

industries to make them self-reliant. This not only enabled children to improve their lives, but they could also 

contribute to the country's economy. 

3. Social harmony and cultural identity: 

Gandhiji believed that the aim of education should also be to connect children with their cultural roots. In Nayi 

Talim, children were introduced to Indian culture, language and traditions, So that they can understand their 

cultural identity and promote unity and harmony in the society. 

 

Contemporary context of Nai Talim:  

The ideology and principles of Nai Talim are still relevant in today's time. There have been many 

changes in the education system in India, but according to Gandhiji's vision, the need to connect education with 

a social and moral perspective, more than just academic knowledge, is still felt today. The principles of Nai 

Talim can still help in developing the qualities of morality, social responsibility, and self-reliance in children. 

Nai Talim was an important idea of Mahatma Gandhi, The objective of which was to empower 

children's lives in a more holistic way by not limiting education to just academic knowledge. This method not 

only gave practical life skills to the children but also taught them the lessons of responsibility and morality 

towards the society and the country. The historical approach of Nayi Talim has become an inspiration for 

bringing changes in the Indian education system, which can be applied in the field of education even today. 

Examples of Nai Talim "Nai Talim" introduced by Mahatma Gandhi was a holistic and practical 

education system which aimed not only to impart academic knowledge to children but also to develop their 

personality in all aspects, inculcating in them morality, social responsibility, self-reliance and cultural identity. 

The main objective of Gandhiji's Nai Talim was that children should not be given only bookish knowledge, but 

they should also be made aware of life skills, morality, and responsibility towards society. In this view, there are 

many examples that show the effectiveness and usefulness of Nai Talim. 
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1. Inclusion of life skills and practical education in the classroom: Under Nai Talim, Mahatma Gandhi believed 

that education should not be limited to knowledge from books only but practical education is also very 

important. For example, Gandhiji suggested training children in crafts, agriculture, weaving, embroidery and 

other handicrafts. • Wardha Plan: Gandhiji had prepared an education model in Wardha, which was called 

"Wardha Plan". Under this plan, children were taught activities like "handicrafts" in their education, So that they 

could become self-dependent not only mentally capable but also physically. For example, children were taught 

skills like knitting, making cotton clothes, making wooden items etc. This not only gave children practical 

knowledge but they could also earn their livelihood and become self-dependent. 

2. moral education and social responsibility: Mahatma Gandhi not only gave children the knowledge of books in 

Naitalim, but he also emphasized on moral education and social responsibility. He believed that it is necessary 

to develop in children the qualities of responsibility towards society and becoming good citizens. • Cleanliness 

Movement: Gandhiji practiced cleanliness not only in his classrooms but also in his own life to make children 

understand the importance of cleanliness and service to society. Children were taught how important it is to 

maintain cleanliness in society and protect the environment. This was implemented in the classroom in the form 

of educational activities like conducting cleanliness drives in the classroom and motivating children to keep the 

surroundings clean. 

3. equality and inclusivity: Another important objective of Nai Talim was to promote a sense of equality and 

inclusivity in the society. Gandhiji believed that education should develop in children the feeling that all people 

are equal, irrespective of their caste, religion, or gender. • Equal educational opportunity: Naitalim ensured that 

every child gets equal educational opportunity. For example, Gandhiji tried to connect children from every 

society, especially children from poor and backward classes, to the mainstream of education through this model 

of education. For this, Gandhiji also paid attention to "Harijan education" and took special steps to educate 

Harijan children. This education was an effort to provide equal opportunities for them. 

4. Natural life and environmental protection: Gandhiji believed that children should be made to understand the 

importance of natural resources. In Nai Talim, an attempt was made to make children sensitive towards the 

environment through physical labour and activities related to nature. • Farming and Agriculture: Gandhiji also 

taught children about farming and agriculture to make them understand the importance of natural resources. 

Children were taught how to use the natural resources properly and conserve them. Apart from this, children 

were also instructed to plant trees and take care of them, so that they become aware about the environment. 

5. Development of self-reliance and self-confidence: Another important objective of Nai Talim was to develop 

self-reliance and self-confidence in children. Gandhiji believed that the aim of education is not only to impart 

bookish knowledge but to give children the ability to survive in life on their own. *Handicrafts and Cottage 

Industries: Gandhiji incorporated handicrafts and cottage industries in education so that children could become 

self-reliant in a practical way. Children were taught the art of cottage industries like weaving, handicrafts, and 

woodcraft making. This not only provided life skills to the children but also made them self-dependent from 

their economic point of view. 

6. Physical labour and mental balance: Gandhiji considered physical labour important during education, as it 

helped in maintaining mental and physical balance. Gandhi believed that the combination of physical labour and 

education promotes mental development of children.• Weekly Labour Scheme: Under Nai Talim, Gandhi 

instructed students to do physical labour for some time in the week. For example, children were given 

gardening, cleaning, agricultural work, And were involved in other physical labor activities. This inculcated the 

habit of labor in the children and kept them physically and mentally balanced. 

7. Cultural identity and national unity: Gandhiji also believed that children should be taught the importance of 

their cultural identity and national unity. In Nayi Talim, children were introduced to Indian culture, traditions 

and history. • Knowledge of Indian culture and history: Gandhiji designed special curriculum to introduce 

children to Indian culture, civilization, and history. Children were told stories of Indian great men and were told 

about the importance of the Indian freedom struggle. This developed a sense of national pride and unity in 

children. Mahatma Gandhi's Italim was a complete and life-giving education system, which was very effective 

in improving the educational abilities of children. Gandhiji did not limit education to academic knowledge only 

but linked it with morality, social responsibility, self-reliance and national unity. Mahatma Gandhi's Italim was a 

holistic and life-giving education system that integrated the educational, social, and mental development of 

children. Gandhi did not limit education to academic knowledge only but linked it with morality, social 

responsibility, self-reliance, and national unity. This education system is relevant even today as it teaches 

children important life skills and motivates them to become better citizens.  

 

Role of teacher: 

The role of teacher is very important under Nai Talim, because teachers spread values and morality in the lives 

of children. The work of teacher in Nai Talim is not limited to imparting only educational knowledge. Rather, he 
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is also responsible for connecting students to real experiences of life. The job of a teacher is to inspire students 

to follow good moral values through his conduct, attitude and work style. 

 1. Guidance and Inspiration: The work of a teacher is not limited to just teaching the curriculum, but he also 

guides the children about the real values of life. Teachers teach the children that academic knowledge alone is 

not enough for success in life, but moral values, , tolerance, and social responsibility are also required. 

2. Presenting an ideal of conduct: A teacher should set an example for children by his conduct and behavior. 

Children learn a lot from their teachers not only from their academic knowledge but also from their behavior. If 

teachers follow honesty, hard work, and tolerance in their life, then these qualities also develop in children. 3. 

Inclusion of value-based education: 

3. Inclusion of value based education: Under Nai Talim, teachers teach children about moral education, life 

skills, and social responsibility It is the responsibility of the teacher to inculcate these values in the life of the 

children. Thus, teachers contribute in making children a good citizen and responsible member of the society 

through value based education. 

 

Measures to develop values in education: It is very important to develop good values and morality in children 

through education. For this, the following measures can be adopted: 

1. Give timely and positive feedback: The teacher should give timely and positive feedback to the children for 

their success and good work This gives children self-confidence and motivates them to move forward. 

2. Groupwork and Collaboration: Children should be involved in group work, so that they can learn to cooperate 

with each other. Group work develops responsibility, respect and tolerance in children.  

3. Value-based curriculum and discussions: Teachers should organize value-based curriculum in the class, 

which includes discussions on moral education, life skills and social responsibility. Through these lessons, 

children develop the ability to take indecisions.  

4. Creative and emotional teaching methods: Teachers should use creative and emotional teaching methods. 

Children can be introduced to moral and social values through stories, poems, and real-life examples.  

 

II. Conclusion: 
The aim of Nai Talim is not to limit education only to academic knowledge but to connect it with 

society, culture and moral values. Through this method we can not only make children good citizens. Through 

this method, we can not only make children good citizens, but also inspire them to live a life in which they 

understand and fulfill the responsibilities of the society. The role of the teacher is very important in this process, 

because teachers develop good moral and social values in children through their conduct and teaching methods. 

Thus, under Nai Talim, the work of the teacher is not only to impart knowledge but also to teach the right values 

of life to the children. 
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